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Learning Objectives 

Describe what OmniBase and 
Scofflaw are

Outline how the OmniBase and 
Scofflaw programs work

 List some of the pros and cons of 
both OmniBase and Scofflaw

Analyze whether OmniBase and 
Scofflaw are a good fit for your 
court

The Issue

 In 2012, Texas cities reported 13,988,523 
violations.
◦ 10,806,263 Traffic Violations
◦ 1,155,409 City Ordinance Violations
◦ 1,204,480 Penal Code Violations
◦ 1,276,000 Other State Law Violations

 Total Fines, Court Costs, and Other Amounts 
Collected in 2012: $697,102,175
◦ $487,712,736 Kept by City

Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary 2012
Office of Court Administration
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The Issue

 According to a recent year-long study 
by a University of Texas at Dallas 
criminology professor:
◦ One out of every four Dallas County 
criminal defendants fail to show up for 
court

30% in misdemeanor 
courts

The Issue

The Bottom Line = 
Loss In Revenue

The Goals

Appearance
Final Disposition
Justice
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OmniBase Services 
of Texas

The Department of Public Safety’s 
Failure to Appear/Failure to Pay Program

How many use? 

As of March 1, 2011:
◦695 cities participating
◦236 counties participating
◦10.1 million offenses 
entered
◦57.4 percent cleared

www.omnibase.com

Statutory Authority

Chapter 706 of the Transportation Code

 Authorizes DPS to contract with political 
subdivisions to deny the renewal of an 
individual’s driver’s license for failure to appear 
or failure to pay on any offense of which a court 
has jurisdiction (traffic and non-traffic)

 Provides for an administrative fee of $30
 Authorizes DPS to contract with a private 

vendor to implement Chapter 706
 Requires warning on citations for traffic 

violations
 Establishes immunity from suit and damages for 

the state and political subdivision
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Failure to Appear/
Failure to Pay Program

 DPS may deny the renewal of a driver’s 
license if an individual has failed to 
appear for a citation or failed to satisfy a 
judgment ordering the payment of a fine

 The driver’s license may not be renewed 
until the individual’s driver record is 
cleared of all offenses reported to DPS 
by the court

 The individual must contact the 
originating court(s)

The Players
• The Court
• OmniBase
• DPS

The Court

Transmits new offense to 
OmniBase

Collects fine, court costs, and 
the statutory administrative 
fee

Notifies DPS (via Omni) 
immediately with 
Clearance Notice
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The Court: Transmits Offense

 Necessary Information:
◦ Name of political subdivision 
◦ Violator’s 
 Name
 Date of Birth
 Texas Driver’s License Number (not ID Card)
 Address

◦ Offense, Date of Offense, and Brief Description
◦ Fine Amount
◦ Docket Number and Jurisdiction
◦ Statement that violator failed to appear or pay
◦ Date the violator failed to appear or pay

The Court: Collection

 Administrative Fee $30 (Sec. 706.006)
◦ Applies to each FTA offense
 Required of person who fails to appear, 
unless the person is acquitted, when:
◦ The court enters judgment on the reported 
offense;
◦ The underlying offense is dismissed; or
◦Bond or other security is posted to reinstate 
the charge 

 Required of person who fails to pay or satisfy 
a judgment ordering payment of a fine/cost

◦ $20 sent to State Comptroller
◦ $6 paid to OmniBase
◦ $4 retained by political subdvision

The Court: Collection

 Court Costs and Fees
◦ If the court receives none (found indigent, for 
example), then no payment to the State or 
OmniBase
◦ If the court orders payment of court costs and 
fees, but doesn’t assess a fine, payment to 
OmniBase is still required

 Acquittal of Underlying Charge
◦ No payment made to the State or OmniBase
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The Court: Clearance Notification

 Clearance Notice to DPS Sec. 706.005
◦ Court shall notify DPS immediately that there is 
no cause to continue to deny renewal when:
 Administrative Fee is paid AND one of the 
following occurs:
◦ Perfection of appeal arises;
◦Dismissal of the charge;
◦ Posting of bond or giving of other security to 
reinstate the charge;
◦ Payment or discharge of the fine and cost 
owed; OR
◦Other suitable arrangement to pay the fine 
and cost within the court’s discretion

The Court: Clearance Notification

Clearance Notice to DPS 
Tex. Admin. Code Sec. 15.118
◦ Identify the person
◦ State whether or not a fee was required
◦ Advise DPS to lift the denial of renewal
◦ State the grounds for the action
Tex. Admin. Code Sec. 15.119
◦ If person is acquitted*, court shall file 
clearance report without requiring 
payment of statutory administrative fee

The Court: Clearance Notification

 Clearance Notice to DPS Sec. 706.005(b)
◦DPS may not continue to deny renewal 
after receiving:

1. Clearance Notice under 706.005(a)
2. Notice that the person was acquitted
3. Notice that the FTA report or court 

order to pay a fine/cost was sent in 
error or destroyed in accordance with 
the court’s records retention policy
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OmniBase

 Provides software for database entry 
and monthly training (for free)

 Notifies DPS to flag violator’s record
 Sends letter to violator notifying 

them of restriction upon renewal and 
assists in resolving (800 number)

 Advises the court of the restriction
 Advises DPS to remove the restriction
 Maintains database on violators

DPS

 Flags violator’s driver’s license record
 First Letter: In lieu of a driver’s license renewal 

notice, notifies violator that renewal will be 
denied, provides the 800 number, and informs of 
consequences of driving while license invalid 

 Second letter: Same information as first letter; 
informs that DL will be mailed upon compliance

 Upon compliance, removes restriction on driver’s 
record and mails license

 Third Letter: Sent if violator does not comply or 
attempt to renew upon 60 days after expiration 
of DL or issuance of temporary permit, whichever 
comes first, officially denied

Requirements

 Interlocal Contract between political 
subdivision and  DPS 

 Political subdivision sends Information 
Sheet to OmniBase

 DPS notifies OmniBase of approved 
contract

 OmniBase assigns an identification 
number for the court, sends software, and 
assists with installation

 Requires computers and staff
 No Cost
 Warrant is NOT required
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No Show. No Pay. 
No Problem?

Scofflaw
An Overview

Definitions

 Scofflaw: a person who flouts the law
 Dictionary.com
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Definitions

 Scofflaw: a vehicle owner who has an 
outstanding warrant for failure to 
appear or failure to pay a fine on a 
complaint that involves the violation 
of a traffic law
 Texas Transportation Code

Texas Transportation Code

 County Scofflaw law: Texas 
Transportation Code Section 502.185

 Municipal Scofflaw law: Texas 
Transportation Code Section 702.003

 These statutes allow a County Tax 
Assessor-Collector to refuse to 
register the motor vehicles of 
“scofflaws”

How many use Scofflaw?

As of January 25, 2013:
◦60 Cities
◦21 Counties
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How Does it Work? 

1. City contracts with 
the county or the 
Texas Department 
of Motor Vehicles 
to implement the 
program

Example of 
a Scofflaw 
Contract 

2. City submits probes to match 
vehicles registrations to defendants 

3. When a match is found, the city can 
submit a “flag” 

4. A flagged record then displays a 
scofflaw remark and a defendant 
cannot renew his or her vehicle 
registration until the 
court case is resolved

How Does it Work?
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Single Scofflaw Flag

Multiple Scofflaw Flags

What happens to the 
vehicle owner? 

 The next registration renewal will 
contain the Scofflaw notice or he or 
she will be notified upon attempt to 
renew at the tax office

 The notice will refer the violator to 
the appropriate court 
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What happens to the 
vehicle owner? 

 Once the violator takes care of the 
case at the court, then the defendant 
returns to the tax office to register 
the vehicle 

Scofflaw Notice
on a Vehicle 
Registration
Renewal Notice

Scofflaw and 
Red Light Camera Tickets

 Frequently go unpaid
 A civil violation 
 No fear arrest on 

warrants 
 High rate of non-

payment means cities 
lose out on millions of 
dollars

 Scofflaw offers a 
solution
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Scofflaw and
Red Light Camera Tickets

Problems with Scofflaw

 Couldn’t use until recently
 Confusing
 Doesn’t apply to all offenses 
 Requires a warrant
 Already have local program
 Only allows one flag
 Inefficient
 Have to deal with the DMV
 May have problems clearing flags
 Can’t get local cooperation
 Expensive

Costs

 $23 per submission file
 PLUS 12¢ per record probed, flagged or 

cleared
 PLUS (possibly) payment to the Tax 

Assessor-Collector for time and services
 BUT
 Under the change in law from 2011, a 

city may impose an additional $20 fee on 
a scofflaw, which may be used               
to reimburse the Tax Assessor-
Collector for expenses
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Problems with Scofflaw

Permissive!
The law does not REQUIRE 
the Tax Assessor-Collector to 
deny the registration of a 
vehicle, it only ALLOWS them 
to do so

A “soft stop”

Can we make it mandatory?

Sign an inter-local agreement 
with the local Tax Assessor-
Collector

Come to an agreement on:
◦How the program will work
◦Compensation for the additional 
time implementation will require 
and the additional work it will 
create

Benefits of Scofflaw

 Vehicle registration must be done 
EVERY YEAR

 With OmniBase, you usually only 
have to renew your drivers’ license 
every 6 years 
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Benefits of Scofflaw

 Increased revenues!
Clearance of 
outstanding warrants 
and violations!

 Especially in tough 
economic times, 
improved collections 
and increased revenue 
is something all cities 
must think about

Scofflaw OmniBase

Who runs it? DMV OmniBase

Cost? $23 + 12¢ per 
probe/flag/clear Free

How does it 
work?

Soft Stop,
Permissive

Hard Stop,
Required

How often? Every year Every 6 years
Warrant 
issued? Yes No

Questions?



TRANSPORTATION CODE

TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

SUBTITLE I. ENFORCEMENT OF TRAFFIC LAWS

CHAPTER 706. DENIAL OF RENEWAL OF LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR

Sec.A706.001.AADEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1)AA"Complaint" means a notice of an offense as

described by Article 27.14(d) or 45.019, Code of Criminal

Procedure.

(2)AA"Department" means the Department of Public

Safety.

(3)AA"Driver’s license" has the meaning assigned by

Section 521.001.

(4)AA"Highway or street" has the meaning assigned by

Section 541.302.

(5)AA"Motor vehicle" has the meaning assigned by

Section 541.201.

(6)AA"Operator" has the meaning assigned by Section

541.001.

(7)AA"Political subdivision" means a municipality or

county.

(8)AA"Public place" has the meaning assigned by Section

1.07, Penal Code.

(9)AA"Traffic law" means a statute or ordinance, a

violation of which is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine in an

amount not to exceed $1,000, that:

(A)AAregulates an operator’s conduct or condition

while operating a motor vehicle on a highway or street or in a

public place;

(B)AAregulates the condition of a motor vehicle

while it is being operated on a highway or street;

(C)AArelates to the driver’s license status of an

operator while operating a motor vehicle on a highway or street; or

(D)AArelates to the registration status of a motor

vehicle while it is being operated on a highway or street.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 17.37(a),
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eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1545, Sec. 74, eff.

Sept. 1, 1999.

Sec.A706.002.AACONTRACT WITH DEPARTMENT. (a) A political

subdivision may contract with the department to provide information

necessary for the department to deny renewal of the driver ’s

license of a person who fails to appear for a complaint or citation

or fails to pay or satisfy a judgment ordering payment of a fine and

cost in the manner ordered by the court in a matter involving any

offense that a court has jurisdiction of under Chapter 4, Code of

Criminal Procedure.

(b)AAA contract under this section:

(1)AAmust be made in accordance with Chapter 791,

Government Code; and

(2)AAis subject to the ability of the parties to provide

or pay for the services required under the contract.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 17.37(b),

eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 999, Sec. 1, eff.

Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1498, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1,

2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 346, Sec. 3, eff. June 18, 2003.

Sec.A706.003.AAWARNING; CITATION. (a) If a political

subdivision has contracted with the department, a peace officer

authorized to issue a citation in the jurisdiction of the political

subdivision shall issue a written warning to each person to whom the

officer issues a citation for a violation of a traffic law in the

jurisdiction of the political subdivision.

(b)AAThe warning under Subsection (a):

(1)AAis in addition to any other warning required by

law;

(2)AAmust state in substance that if the person fails to

appear in court as provided by law for the prosecution of the

offense or if the person fails to pay or satisfy a judgment ordering

the payment of a fine and cost in the manner ordered by the court,

the person may be denied renewal of the person ’s driver’s license;

and
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(3)AAmay be printed on the same instrument as the

citation.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1498, Sec. 2, eff.

Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec.A706.004.AADENIAL OF RENEWAL OF DRIVER’S LICENSE. (a)

If a political subdivision has contracted with the department, on

receiving the necessary information from the political subdivision

the department may deny renewal of the person ’s driver’s license for

failure to appear based on a complaint or citation or failure to pay

or satisfy a judgment ordering the payment of a fine and cost in the

manner ordered by the court in a matter involving an offense

described by Section 706.002(a).

(b)AAThe information must include:

(1)AAthe name, date of birth, and driver’s license

number of the person;

(2)AAthe nature and date of the alleged violation;

(3)AAa statement that the person failed to appear as

required by law or failed to satisfy a judgment ordering the payment

of a fine and cost in the manner ordered by the court in a matter

involving an offense described by Section 706.002(a); and

(4)AAany other information required by the department.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 17.37(c),

eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 999, Sec. 2, eff.

Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1498, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Sec.A706.005.AACLEARANCE NOTICE TO DEPARTMENT. (a)AAA

political subdivision shall immediately notify the department that

there is no cause to continue to deny renewal of a person ’s driver’s

license based on the person’s previous failure to appear or failure

to pay or satisfy a judgment ordering the payment of a fine and cost

in the manner ordered by the court in a matter involving an offense

described by Section 706.002(a), on payment of a fee as provided by

Section 706.006 and:
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(1)AAthe perfection of an appeal of the case for which

the warrant of arrest was issued or judgment arose;

(2)AAthe dismissal of the charge for which the warrant

of arrest was issued or judgment arose;

(3)AAthe posting of bond or the giving of other security

to reinstate the charge for which the warrant was issued;

(4)AAthe payment or discharge of the fine and cost owed

on an outstanding judgment of the court; or

(5)AAother suitable arrangement to pay the fine and

cost within the court’s discretion.

(b)AAThe department may not continue to deny the renewal of

the person’s driver’s license under this chapter after the

department receives notice:

(1)AAunder Subsection (a);

(2)AAthat the person was acquitted of the charge on

which the person failed to appear; or

(3)AAfrom the political subdivision that the failure to

appear report or court order to pay a fine or cost relating to the

person:

(A)AAwas sent to the department in error; or

(B)AAhas been destroyed in accordance with the

political subdivision ’s records retention policy.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 17.37(c),

eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 999, Sec. 2, eff.

Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1498, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1,

2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1171, Sec. 4, eff. September

1, 2011.

Sec.A706.006.AAPAYMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE FEE. (a) A person

who fails to appear for a complaint or citation for an offense

described by Section 706.002(a) shall be required to pay an

administrative fee of $30 for each complaint or citation reported

to the department under this chapter, unless the person is

acquitted of the charges for which the person failed to appear. The

4
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person shall pay the fee when:

(1)AAthe court enters judgment on the underlying

offense reported to the department;

(2)AAthe underlying offense is dismissed; or

(3)AAbond or other security is posted to reinstate the

charge for which the warrant was issued.

(b)AAA person who fails to pay or satisfy a judgment ordering

the payment of a fine and cost in the manner the court orders shall

be required to pay an administrative fee of $30.

(c)AAThe department may deny renewal of the driver ’s license

of a person who does not pay a fee due under this section until the

fee is paid. The fee required by this section is in addition to any

other fee required by law.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 62, Sec. 17.37(d),

eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 999, Sec. 3, eff.

Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1498, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1,

2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 209, Sec. 79(a), eff. Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec.A706.007.AARECORDS RELATING TO FEES; DISPOSITION OF

FEES. (a) An officer collecting a fee under Section 706.006 shall

keep records and deposit the money as provided by Subchapter B,

Chapter 133, Local Government Code.

(b)AAThe custodian of the municipal or county treasury may

deposit each fee collected under Section 706.006 as provided by

Subchapter B, Chapter 133, Local Government Code.

(c)AAThe custodian shall keep records of money received and

disbursed under this section as provided by Subchapter B, Chapter

133, Local Government Code, and shall provide an annual report, in

the form approved by the comptroller, of all money received and

disbursed under this section to:

(1)AAthe comptroller;

(2)AAthe department; and

(3)AAanother entity as provided by interlocal contract.

(d)AAOf each fee collected under Section 706.006, the

custodian of a municipal or county treasury shall:

(1)AAsend $20 to the comptroller on or before the last
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day of each calendar quarter; and

(2)AAdeposit the remainder to the credit of the general

fund of the municipality or county.

(e)AAOf each $20 received by the comptroller, the comptroller

shall deposit $10 to the credit of the department to implement this

chapter.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 209, Sec. 80(a), eff.

Jan. 1, 2004.

Sec.A706.008.AACONTRACT WITH PRIVATE VENDOR; COMPENSATION.

(a) The department may contract with a private vendor to implement

this chapter.

(b)AAThe vendor performing the contract may be compensated by

each political subdivision that has contracted with the department.

(c)AAExcept for an action based on a citation issued by a

peace officer employed by the department, the vendor may not be

compensated with state money.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997.

Sec.A706.009.AAVENDOR TO PROVIDE CUSTOMER SUPPORT SERVICES.

(a) A vendor must establish and maintain customer support services

as directed by the department, including a toll-free telephone

service line to answer and resolve questions from persons who are

denied renewal of a driver’s license under this chapter.

(b)AAThe vendor shall comply with terms, policies, and rules

adopted by the department to administer this chapter.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997.

Sec.A706.010.AAUSE OF INFORMATION COLLECTED BY VENDOR.

Information collected under this chapter by a vendor may not be used

by a person other than the department, the political subdivision,

or a vendor as provided by this chapter.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997.
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Sec.A706.011.AALIABILITY OF STATE OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.

(a) An action for damages may not be brought against the state or a

political subdivision based on an act or omission under this

chapter, including the denial of renewal of a driver ’s license.

(b)AAThe state or a political subdivision may not be held

liable in damages based on an act or omission under this chapter,

including the denial of renewal of a driver ’s license.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997.

Sec.A706.012.AARULES. The department may adopt rules to

implement this chapter.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.161(a), eff. Sept.

1, 1997.
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TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 

*** This document reflects all regulations in effect as of February 28, 2013 *** 
 

TITLE 37. PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS   
PART 1. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY   

CHAPTER 15. DRIVER LICENSE RULES   
SUBCHAPTER G. DENIAL OF RENEWAL OF DRIVER LICENSE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR FOR 

TRAFFIC VIOLATION 
 
 
§ 15.113. Contract with Private Vendor 
 
   The department may contract with a private vendor to implement the provisions of Texas Transportation Code, 
Chapter 706. The vendor shall be the primary custodian of all failure to appear violator records and will receive and 
process reports from contracting local political subdivisions. The vendor will also maintain readily accessible 
customer-support services, including a toll-free telephone service, to advise license holders on how to contact the 
court in which the failure to appear or failure to pay report originated. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.113 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276; amended to be 
effective December 13, 2009, 34 TexReg 8787 
 
 
§ 15.114. Originating Court To File Failure To Appear Report 
 
   If a person fails to appear or fails to pay or satisfy a judgment as provided in Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 
706, a local political subdivision may submit a report to the contract vendor for entry into the failure to 
appear/failure to pay database. The local political subdivision shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that each 
report is accurate, complete, and nonduplicative. The report shall include information as prescribed by the 
department. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.114 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276; amended to be 
effective December 13, 2009, 34 TexReg 8787 
 
 
§ 15.115. Criminal Charge Not Required 
 
   It is neither required nor prohibited that a criminal charge be filed or a warrant be issued based on the person's 
violation of a promise to appear or failure to pay or satisfy a judgment ordering the payment of a fine or a cost in the 
manner provided by the court. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.115 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276 
 
 
§ 15.116. Local Ordinances 
 
   If the offense alleged is a violation of local ordinance, but not state law, the department may require the political 
subdivision to provide the department with a copy of the local ordinance alleged to have been violated. Upon such 
request, the political subdivision shall certify that the ordinance is currently in effect and shall provide any other 
information required by the department. The department shall determine whether the local ordinance meets the 
statutory criteria for enforcement under this section. 
 
  



SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.116 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276 
 
 
§ 15.117. When Denial May Be Imposed 
 
   On receipt of the necessary information from the local political subdivision, the department may deny renewal of 
the person's driver license. For purposes of this section, the department may deny renewal of an applicant's driver 
license at any time before mailing the completed driver license document. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.117 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276 
 
 
§ 15.118. Clearance Report 
 
   The local political subdivision shall file a clearance report when there is no cause to continue to deny renewal of a 
person's driver license. In all cases when a clearance report is required, the political subdivision shall notify the 
department or the department's designee within a reasonable time not to exceed five business days. The clearance 
report shall identify the person, state whether or not a fee was required, advise the department to lift the denial of 
renewal and state the grounds for the action. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.118 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276 
 
 
§ 15.119. Clearance Report When No Fee Is Required 
 
   If the person is acquitted of the underlying charge for which the failure to appear report was filed, the court shall 
file an appropriate clearance report without requiring the license holder to pay the statutorily required $ 30 
administrative fee. Acquittal means an official fact-finding made in the context of the adversary proceeding by an 
individual or group of individuals with the legal authority to decide the question of guilt or innocence. For purposes 
of this section, acquittal also includes a discharge by the court upon proof of actual innocence. A person is not 
considered to have been acquitted if the court imposes any conditions upon discharge of the offense, such as 
penalties, court costs, educational programs, a period of probation, or any other sanction. For purposes of this 
section, a person is not considered to have been acquitted, and the prescribed administrative fee shall apply, in all 
cases that are dismissed under the suspension of sentence or deferred disposition procedures outlined in Texas Code 
of Criminal Procedure, Article 45. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 15.119 adopted to be effective January 10, 2002, 27 TexReg 276 
 



















 
C:\USERS\REGAN\DESKTOP\CLINIC\OMNIBASE INFORMATION SHEET.DOC 

 # ________________ 
PS ID #  _______________ 

 I.L. Rec’d ________________ 
 County_____________ 

  
FAILURE TO APPEAR PROGRAM 
INFORMATION SHEET (FOR OMNIBASE SERVICES USE ONLY) 
[counties should complete this form for each precinct or court that will participate in the FTA Program] 
 

_______________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Name of Political Subdivision      Business Hours 
 

 

 _______________________________________________ ___________________________________ ____________________ 

Address      City     Zip   

   

Telephone # for violators to call regarding outstanding tickets:   (         )_______________________________                                                                                                   

  
 

 

 

FTA Administrator: _____________________________________________________Title: _____________________________ 

 

Telephone #: (        )                                               Fax #: (         )__________________________    

                                               

Email:______________________________________________ 

 

 

FTA Computer Operator (if different from FTA Administrator):  _______________________________Title:____________________ 

 

Telephone #: (        )                                               Fax #: (         )__________________________                                                  

 

Email:______________________________________________ 

 

 

FTA Billing Matters: ____________________________________________________Title: ______________________________ 

 

Telephone #: (        )                                               Fax #: (         )__________________________                                                  

 

Email:______________________________________________ 

 

 

BEST TIME TO CONTACT YOUR FTA COORDINATOR?   
Does your computer have a modem?  Yes   No 

 

Do you have access to a long distance telephone line? Yes   No 
 

Does Your Computer Have a Cd Rom Drive?   YES    NO  Do you have access to the Internet?    YES   NO 

  
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND  RETURN TO: OMNIBASE SERVICES OF TEXAS 

ATTN: DONETTA JENKINS 

7320 N. MO PAC EXPWY,  STE 310 

AUSTIN, TX 78731 

FAX  512/ 346-9312 

FOR INFORMATION CALL  512/ 346-6511   

     

 



 

 

OmniBase Services of Texas: 
No Show. No Pay. No Problem? 

Regan Metteauer 
Program Attorney, TMCEC 

 

Almost 30 percent of Dallas County criminal defendants charged with misdemeanors fail to 
appear in court, according to a 2013 study.1 If appearance, final disposition, and justice are goals 
of any city, the Department of Public Safety (DPS) has a resource to achieve those goals. The 
Failure to Appear/Failure to Pay Program, authorized by Chapter 706 of the Texas 
Transportation Code and administered by DPS, restricts the ability to renew a driver’s license of 
a person with an outstanding violation.  

Chapter 706 

Chapter 706 of the Transportation Code authorizes the 
Failure to Appear/Failure to Pay Program and prescribes 
requirements and parameters for the program. Under 
Section 706.002 of the Transportation Code, last 
amended in 2003, a city may contract with DPS to deny 
renewal of the driver’s license of a person who fails to 
appear for a complaint or citation or fails to pay or satisfy 
a judgment ordering payment of a fine and cost in the 
manner ordered by the court for any offense of which a 
court has jurisdiction. Section 706.008 authorizes DPS to 
contract with a private vendor to implement the program. 
Since 1996, OmniBase Services of Texas has been the 
selected vendor for the program. Under Section 706.009, 
the vendor must establish and maintain customer support 
services as directed by DPS, including a toll-free 
telephone service line for persons denied renewal under 
the program, and comply with the terms, policies, and 
rules adopted by DPS to administer the program. 
OmniBase provides an 800 number and operator 
assistance for persons to contact the Interactive Voice 
Response System, which is available on a 24-hour basis.2 
OmniBase also provides contact support for users.3 

Requirements  

A city must have a contract with DPS in effect to 
implement the provisions of Chapter 706. If a city has 
such a contract, a peace officer authorized to issue a citation in that city must issue a written 
warning to every person issued a citation that if the person fails to appear in court for the 

How It Works 

1. The court transmits an 

offense to OmniBase. 

2. OmniBase notifies DPS to 

flag the violator’s driving 

record. 

3. OmniBase notifies the 

violator of the restriction 

upon renewal of his or her 

driver’s license and assists in 

resolving. 

4. The violator contacts the 

court and resolves the 

offense. 

5. The court collects applicable 

fines, court costs, and the 

statutory administrative fee. 

6. The court notifies OmniBase 

of disposition of the offense. 

7. OmniBase notifies DPS to 

remove the restriction on 

the driver’s license. 

8. The court keeps any fines 

collected and a portion of 

the administrative fee. 

http://omnibase.com 



 

 

prosecution of the offense, or fails to pay or satisfy a judgment ordering the payment of a fine 
and cost in the manner ordered by the court, the person may be denied renewal of the person's 
driver license.4 The warning may be printed on the same instrument as the citation.5 

Section 706.004(b) lists the required information a court must send to DPS (via OmniBase): the 
name, date of birth, and driver’s license number of the person; the nature and date of the alleged 
violation; a statement that the person failed to appear as required by law or failed to satisfy a 
judgment ordering payment of a fine and cost in the manner ordered by the court; and any other 
information required by DPS. The court is also required to immediately give DPS (via 
OmniBase) a clearance notice that there is no cause to continue to deny a person’s driver’s 
license when the person has paid the administrative fee6 and either of the following have 
occurred: (1) perfection of an appeal; (2) dismissal of the charge; (3) posting of bond or giving of 
other security; (4) payment or discharge of the fine and cost owed; or (5) other suitable 
arrangement to pay the fine and cost within the court’s discretion. Section 706.011 provides for 
immunity from suit for the state or political division based on an act or omission under Chapter 
706. 

The person who fails to appear is required to pay an administrative fee of $30 for each complaint 
or citation reported to DPS, unless the person is acquitted.7 If the person fails to pay or satisfy a 
judgment ordering payment of a fine and cost in the manner the court orders, he or she is 
similarly required to pay an administrative fee of $30.8  

Requirements for records relating to fees and disposition of fees are found in Section 706.007.  

Court Feedback 

According to OmniBase, as of March 1, 2011, 695 Texas cities participate in the Failure to 
Appear/Failure to Pay Program.9 Also as of that date, 10.1 million offenses have been entered 
and 57.4% cleared.10 Those that use OmniBase have varied assessments of its utility, ranging 
from high praise to backlash. The general sentiment seems to be that overall, it is effective, but 
not without its problems. Robyn Schwab, Municipal Court Supervisor, City of Brownwood, said 
her court uses Omni and loves it so much, they have stopped using their collection agency. Ruth 
Sandoval, Chief Court Clerk Administrator, City of Lakeway, said it is nice to have a tool to 
make people comply with their tickets. Cathy Haney, Director of Municipal Court, Missouri 
City, said she loves it when it is working properly and feels that it is the best tool courts have for 
collection. Similar sentiments were expressed by Kimberly Davee, City of Brady, and 
LarissaWard in Glenn Heights. Brenda Kent, City of Shoreacres, said she is happy with it most 
of the time and that overall, a lot of people come pay as a result of the program. Similarly, Hilda 
Cuthbertson, City of Bryan, has used Omni since its inception and finds that it does generate 
activity. Melinda Davis, City of Colleyville, pointed out that it is very helpful in collecting fines 
on old and new citations because it forces people to pay their fines, however that collection can 
take time because of the six-year renewal period.  



 

 

Many courts have experienced accuracy problems. The Kerrville Municipal Court implemented 
the program in 2004. Susan Michelson, Municipal Court Clerk, City of Kerrville, said OmniBase 
is easy to use and results in a positive return on clearances, however, there are problems with the 
accuracy of the accounting portion of the quarterly billing statement. She also said this year, her 
court has experienced a decrease in the ability to timely process cases for both submissions and 
clearances when compared to past years. Deanna Davis, City of Beaumont, said the software is 
more trouble than it is worth, having had constant issues with the system not clearing holds when 
processed and old cases reappearing. Ms. Haney also said it is her understanding that OmniBase 
is currently not performing up to standards. Bonnie Townsend, Court Administrator, City of 
Lockhart, finds OmniBase to be a good solution in theory to the big problem her court faces with 
defendants failing to appear. She, too, has had trouble with the database accuracy. Valerie 
Bryant, City of Piney Point, though pleased with OmniBase overall, has also experienced 
difficulty with accurate reporting. 

OmniBase Update on the Horizon 

Aware of the difficulties faced by courts, instead of patching flaws in the software, OmniBase 
has new software coming out designed to be quicker and more accurate, according to OmniBase 
President, Charles Cannon. In its final stages of testing now, the new software will allow more 
direct access to DPS. Whereas now it would take three to four days to clear an individual, the 
new software would make that possible in less than 24 hours. Additionally, the new software will 
have improved data validity checks, giving OmniBase a better chance of knowing immediately if 
the information provided by the court is valid instead of having to wait on DPS. Mr. Cannon 
hopes to get the software out to select courts within the next couple of months and to the 
majority of courts within a year. With 13 years’ experience at OmniBase, Mr. Cannon is able to 
isolate and diagnose most issues with the software, so if the technicians cannot resolve a 
problem, he may be contacted directly. “We take pride in our work and try to provide the best 
service and resources, keep the courts happy, and get people cleared in a timely fashion,” said 
Mr. Cannon. “Tomorrow is a better and brighter day.” 

For more information, visit http://omnibase.com.  

 

                                                            
1 Morris, Robert G., Pretrial Release Mechanisms in Dallas County, Texas: Differences in Failure to Appear (FTA), 
Recidivism/Pretrial Misconduct, and Associated Costs of FTA 7 (The University of Texas at Dallas 2013). 
2 See, http://omnibase.com. 
3 See, http://omnibase.com/contact.php. 
4 Section 706.003 of the Transportation Code 
5 Id. 
6 See, Section 706.006 of the Transportation Code 
7 Section 706.006(a) of the Transportation Code 
8 Section 706.006(b) of the Transportation Code 
9 OMNIBASE Services of Texas, Failure to Appear Statistics, Retrieved from http://omnibase.com/ on March 12, 
2013. 
10 Id. 









TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 

*** This document reflects all regulations in effect as of February 28, 2013 *** 
 

TITLE 43. TRANSPORTATION   
PART 10. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES   
CHAPTER 217. VEHICLE TITLES AND REGISTRATION   

SUBCHAPTER B. MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 
 

43 TAC § 217.22 (2013) (RELEVANT SECTIONS) 
 
§ 217.22. Motor Vehicle Registration 
 
(d) Vehicle registration renewal. 
 
(1) To renew vehicle registration, a vehicle owner must apply, prior to the expiration of the vehicle's 
registration, to the tax assessor-collector of the county in which the owner resides. 
 
(2) The department will send a license plate renewal notice, indicating the proper registration fee and the 
month and year the registration expires, to each vehicle owner prior to the expiration of the vehicle's 
registration. 
 
(3) The license plate renewal notice should be returned by the vehicle owner to the appropriate county tax 
assessor-collector or to the tax assessor-collector's deputy, either in person or by mail, unless the vehicle 
owner renews via the Internet. The renewal notice must be accompanied by the following documents and 
fees: 
 
(A) registration renewal fees prescribed by law; 
 
(B) any local fees or other fees prescribed by law and collected in conjunction with registration renewal; 
and 
 
(C) evidence of financial responsibility required by Transportation Code, § 502.046, unless otherwise 
exempted by law. 
 
(4) If a renewal notice is lost, destroyed, or not received by the vehicle owner, the vehicle may be 
registered if the owner presents personal identification acceptable to the tax assessor-collector. Failure to 
receive the notice does not relieve the owner of the responsibility to renew the vehicle's registration. 
 
(5) Renewal of expired vehicle registrations. 
 
(A) In accordance with Transportation Code, § 502.407, a vehicle with an expired registration may not be 
operated on the highways of the state after the fifth working day after the date a vehicle registration 
expires. 
 
(B) If the owner has been arrested or cited for operating the vehicle without valid registration then a 20 
percent delinquency penalty is due when registration is renewed. 
 
(C) If the county tax assessor-collector determines that a registrant has a valid reason for being delinquent 
in registration, the vehicle owner will be required to pay for twelve months' registration. Renewal will 
establish a new registration expiration month that will end on the last day of the eleventh month following 



the month of registration renewal. 
 
(D) If the county tax assessor-collector determines that a registrant does not have a valid reason for being 
delinquent in registration, the full annual fee will be collected and the vehicle registration expiration 
month will remain the same. 
 
(E) If a vehicle is registered in accordance with Transportation Code, §§ 502.255. 502.431, 502.435, 
502.454, 504.315, 504.401, 504.405, 504.505, or 504.515 and if the vehicle's registration is renewed more 
than one month after expiration of the previous registration, the registration fee will be prorated. 
 
(F) Any delinquent registration submitted directly to the department for processing will be evaluated to 
verify the reason for delinquency. If the department determines that a registrant has a valid reason for 
being delinquent in registration, the vehicle owner will be required to pay for 12 months' registration. 
Renewal will establish a new registration expiration month that will end on the last day of the 11th month 
following the month of registration. If the department determines that a registrant does not have a valid 
reason for being delinquent in registration, the full annual fee will be collected and the vehicle registration 
expiration month will remain the same. 
 
(G) Evidence of a valid reason may include receipts, passport dates, and military orders. Valid reasons 
may include: (i) extensive repairs on the vehicle; (ii) the person was out of the country; (iii) the vehicle is 
used only for seasonal use; (iv) military orders; (v) storage of the vehicle; (vi) a medical condition such as 
an extended hospital stay; and (vii) any other reason submitted with evidence that the county tax assessor-
collector determines is valid. 
 
(6) Refusal to renew registration for delinquent child support. 
 
(A) Placement of denial flag. On receipt of a notice issued under Family Code, Chapter 232 for the 
suspension or nonrenewal of a motor vehicle registration, the department will place a registration denial 
flag on the motor vehicle record of the child support obligor as reported by the child support agency. 
 
(B) Refusal to renew registration. While a motor vehicle record is flagged, the county tax-assessor 
collector shall refuse to renew the registration of the associated motor vehicle. 
 
(C) Removal of denial flag. The department will remove the registration denial flag on receipt of a 
removal notice issued by a child support agency under Family Code, Chapter 232. 
 
(7) License plate reissuance program. The county tax assessor-collectors shall issue new multi-year 
license plates at no additional charge at the time of registration renewal provided the current plates are 
over seven years old from the date of issuance, including permanent trailer plates. 
 
***** 
 
(i) Enforcement of traffic warrant. A municipality may enter into a contract with the department under 
Government Code, Chapter 791 to indicate in the state's motor vehicle records that the owner of the 
vehicle is a person for whom a warrant of arrest is outstanding for failure to appear or who has failed to 
pay a fine on a complaint involving a violation of a traffic law. In accordance with Transportation Code, 
§ 702.003, a county tax assessor-collector may refuse to register a motor vehicle if such a failure is 
indicated in the motor vehicle record for that motor vehicle. A municipality is responsible for obtaining 
the agreement of the county in which the municipality is located to refuse to register motor vehicles for 
failure to pay civil penalties imposed by the municipality. 
 



(j) Refusal to register due to traffic signal violation. A local authority, as defined in Transportation Code, 
§ 541.002, that operates a traffic signal enforcement program authorized under Transportation Code, 
Chapter 707 may enter into a contract with the department under Government Code, Chapter 791 to 
indicate in the state's motor vehicle records that the owner of a motor vehicle has failed to pay the civil 
penalty for a violation of the local authority's traffic signal enforcement system involving that motor 
vehicle. In accordance with Transportation Code, § 707.017, a county tax assessor-collector may refuse to 
register a motor vehicle if such a failure is indicated in the motor vehicle record for that motor vehicle. 
The local authority is responsible for obtaining the agreement of the county in which the local authority is 
located to refuse to register motor vehicles for failure to pay civil penalties imposed by the local authority. 
 
(k) Refusal to register vehicle in certain counties. A county may enter into a contract with the department 
under Government Code, Chapter 791 to indicate in the state's motor vehicle records that the owner of the 
vehicle has failed to pay a fine, fee, or tax that is past due. In accordance with Transportation Code, 
§ 502.010, a county tax assessor-collector may refuse to register a motor vehicle if such a failure is 
indicated in the motor vehicle record for that motor vehicle. 
 
(l) Record notation. A contract between the department and a county, municipality, or local authority 
entered into under Transportation Code, § 502.010, Transportation Code, § 702.003, or Transportation 
Code, § 707.017 will contain the terms set out in this subsection. 
 
(1) To place or remove a registration denial flag on a vehicle record, the contracting entity must submit a 
magnetic tape or other acceptable submission medium as determined by the department in a format 
prescribed by the department. 
 
(2) The information submitted by the contracting entity will include, at a minimum, the vehicle 
identification number and the license plate number of the affected vehicle. 
 
(3) If the contracting entity data submission contains bad or corrupted data, the submission medium will 
be returned to the contracting entity with no further action by the department. 
 
(4) The magnetic tape or other submission medium must be submitted to the department from a single 
source within the contracting entity. 
 
(5) The submission of a magnetic tape or other submission medium to the department by a contracting 
entity constitutes a certification by that entity that it has complied with all applicable laws. 
 
  
SOURCE: The provisions of this § 217.22 adopted to be effective March 4, 2010, 35 TexReg 1761; 
amended to be effective July 6, 2010, 35 TexReg 5903; amended to be effective November 30, 2010, 35 
TexReg 10514; amended to be effective May 6, 2012, 37 TexReg 3185; amended to be effective 
September 2, 2012, 37 TexReg 6687  
 





















 

 

STATE OF TEXAS   §  
    §  INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT  
COUNTY OF DALLAS  §  
 
 This Agreement made and entered into this    day of   , 2008, 
by and between the County of Dallas, hereinafter referred to as "County", with the 
agreement, consent, and participation of the Dallas County Tax Assessor-Collector, 
hereinafter referred to as the "County or County Tax Assessor-Collector", and the City of 
________, Texas, a home-rule municipal corporation hereinafter referred to as "City", 
under the authority and in accordance with the Interlocal Cooperation Act, as set out in 
Chapter 791, Texas Government Code, and as authorized by Texas Transportation Code, 
Chapter 702.  
 

WITNESSETH: 
 

WHEREAS, Texas Government Code, Chapter 791, authorizes local 
governments of the state to enter into contracts for governmental functions and services 
to increase their efficiency and effectiveness; and  

 
WHEREAS, the County and the City are local governments as defined in Texas 

Government Code, Section 791.003(4), have the authority to enter into this agreement, 
and have each entered into this agreement by the action of its governing body in the 
appropriate manner prescribed by law; and  

 
WHEREAS, Transportation Code §702.003 allows a county tax assessor-

collector, upon receipt of information from a municipality by and through the Texas 
Department of Transportation motor vehicle registration system, to assist a municipality 
in the enforcement of outstanding warrants of arrest for the failure to appear or pay a fine 
on a complaint involving certain traffic offenses by refusing to register or re-register a 
motor vehicle; and  

 
WHEREAS, Transportation Code §702.003 allows a municipality to contract 

with the Texas Department of Transportation (hereafter "the Department") to provide the 
necessary information to a county for the above determination by the county tax assessor-
collector to deny motor vehicle registration or re-registration to certain persons; and  

 
WHEREAS, such a consolidated effort in the effectuation of Texas 

Transportation Code, Chapter 702, are in each party's best interest and that of the public 
and that this agreement will increase the effective and efficient functioning of each party; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the County and the City specify that each party paying for the 

performance of said functions of government shall make those payments from current 
funds available to the paying party;  

 



 

 

NOW THEREFORE, this contract is hereby made and entered into by County 
and City for the mutual consideration stated herein:  
 
1. PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT.  
 
 The purpose of this Agreement is to state the terms and conditions under which 
the County Tax Assessor-Collector will refuse to register or re-register certain motor 
vehicles when the County Tax Assessor-Collector receives information from the Texas 
Department of Transportation (the “Department”) motor vehicle registration system that 
the owner of the vehicle has an outstanding warrant from the City for failure to appear or 
failure to pay a fine on a complaint that involves a violation of a traffic law pursuant to 
information provided by the City to the Department, as authorized and specifically set out 
under Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 702 (herein referred to as the "Act").  
 
2.  DUTIES OF THE CITY.  
 
 2.1  The City shall contract with the Department to provide information to the  
Department to enable the County Tax Assessor-Collector to identify flagged vehicle 
owners to determine which vehicle owners have an outstanding warrant from the City for 
failure to appear or failure to pay a fine on a complaint that involves a violation of a 
traffic law pursuant to the Act. The City will in all instances ensure that all provisions of 
the Act are adhered to as well as all other applicable laws of the State of Texas.  
 
 2.2  The City shall notify the County Tax Assessor-Collector within ____ days 
when a traffic law matter is cleared regarding a person:  
 

2.2.1 Against whom a judgment has been entered and who has paid the 
municipal court the full amount of the fine and all court costs; or  

2.2.2 Who has perfected an appeal of the case for which the arrest 
warrant was issued; or  

2.2.3 Whose charge for which the arrest warrant was issued has been 
dismissed; or  

2.2.4 Whose charge for which the arrest warrant was issued has been 
cleared through judicial action or clerical correction; or  

 
 
 2.3  The City shall notify the Department within ____ days pursuant to its 
agreement with the Department regarding a person:  
 

2.3.1  Against whom a judgment has been entered and who has paid the 
municipal court the full amount of the [me and court costs; or  

2.3.2  Who has perfected an appeal of the case for which the arrest 
warrant was issued; or  

2.3.3  Whose charge for which the arrest warrant was issued has been 
dismissed; or  



 

 

2.3.4  Whose charge for which the arrest warrant was issued has been 
cleared through judicial action or clerical correction; or  

 
 2.4  The City shall provide necessary notice forms that a traffic law matter is 
cleared for presentation to the County Tax Assessor-Collector pursuant to Section 2.2 
above on a form that is acceptable to the County.  
 
 2.5  The City shall provide to the County instruction sheets in a form 
acceptable to the County and maps for the County to distribute to flagged motor vehicle 
owners necessary to accomplish the purposes of this Agreement.  
 
 2.6  The City shall provide a telephone number or the location of an office 
where individual inquiries and complaints can be made regarding denial of registration by 
the County Tax Assessor-Collector due to outstanding City warrants, as well as to explain 
the procedures necessary to resolve the traffic violation in order to obtain valid 
registration.  
 
 2.7  The City shall conduct a publicity campaign to explain when registration 
and re-registration will be denied and the procedures necessary to obtain valid 
registration.  
 
 2.8  The City shall identify, by name, address, and telephone number, an 
individual or individuals who shall have authority on behalf of the City to coordinate, 
direct and supervise this Agreement.  
 
 2.9  The City shall be liable for any damages that arise out of any non 
registration or registration of any vehicles that were flagged or should have been flagged 
by the City and/or the Department. 
 
3.  DUTIES OF THE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR.  
 
 3.1  The County Tax Assessor-Collector, and his subcontractors, shall:  
  

3.1.1  Review the Department motor vehicle registration system for 
traffic violation flags for all individuals who attempt to register any 
vehicle without the three-part renewal form issued by the State of 
Texas.  

3.1.2 Refuse to register or re-register all motor vehicles which are 
flagged in the Department of motor vehicle registration system as 
having outstanding City warrants for traffic violations.  

3.1.3 Distribute the instruction sheet to flagged motor vehicle owners 
that will explain the steps necessary to resolve their outstanding 
traffic violations and to obtain vehicle registration, and a map 
showing directions to the Municipal Court Bond Offices, if said 
instructions and map are furnished by the City.  



 

 

3.1.4  Distribute an instruction sheet with a telephone number and office 
address to individuals who want to complain about registration 
denial if said instructions and address are furnished by the City.  

 3.2  The County Tax Assessor-Collector, and his subcontractors, shall register 
or re-register a motor vehicle upon receipt of notice from the City that the motor vehicle 
owner's traffic law matter is cleared pursuant to Section 2.2 above.  
 
 3.3  The County Tax Assessor-Collector shall have the sole authority and 
prerogative to register or re-register a motor vehicle where there has been a valid transfer 
of title.  
 
4.  CONSIDERATION AND PAYMENT.  
 
 The City shall pay to the County the amount of $_____ for each refusal to register 
or re-register a motor vehicle, pursuant to this agreement. The County Tax Assessor-
Collector shall present an itemized invoice to the City within ____ days of the end of 
each month during the term of this agreement providing the name, address, and license 
plate number of each motor vehicle owner for which he refuses vehicle registration or re-
registration. The City shall pay the amount owed to the County without demand within 30 
days of receipt of the invoice.  
 
 On or before _________ of any year during the term of this Agreement, either 
party may request a modification in the considered paid under the terms of this 
Agreement. Said modification, if any, shall take effect on ________ of the next contract 
year. If the County and the City cannot reach an agreement on the amount of 
consideration to be paid, then either party may terminate the agreement in accordance 
with Section 5.  
 
5.  TERM AND TERMINATION.  
 
 This Interlocal Agreement shall be effective upon its date of execution by the last 
party to execute the Agreement and shall terminate on    , 20____.  The 
agreement shall automatically renew for successive one-year terms.  This agreement may 
be terminated at any time by either party upon sixty (60) days written notice to the other 
parties.  
 
6.  NOTICE. 
 
 Official notice shall be by written notice and delivery to all of the parties to this 
Agreement.  Delivery shall be by fax or deposit in the United States Postal Service, first 
class, return receipt requested to:  
 
TO THE COUNTY TAX  
ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR:    Dallas County Tax Assessor-Collector  
      500 Elm St. Records Building  
      Dallas, Texas 75202  



 

 

TO THE CITY:     The City of _______ C/O  
      Office of the Mayor  
        
 
7. INDEMNIFICATION. 
 
 County and City agree that both County and City shall each be responsible 
for their own negligent acts or omissions or other tortious conduct in the course of 
performance of this Agreement, without waiving any sovereign or governmental 
immunity available to either County or City under Texas law and without waiving 
any available defenses under Texas law.  Nothing in this paragraph shall be 
construed to create or grant any rights, contractual or otherwise, in or to any third 
persons or entities. 
 
8. FISCAL FUNDING. 
 
 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, this Agreement is expressly 
contingent upon the availability of County funding for each item and obligation contained 
herein.  City shall have no right of action against the County as regards this Agreement, 
specifically including any funding by County of this Agreement in the event that the 
County is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement as a result of the lack of 
sufficient funding for any item or obligation from any source utilized to fund this 
Agreement or failure of any funding party to budget or authorize funding for this during 
the current or future fiscal years.  In the event of insufficient funding, or if funds become 
unavailable in whole or part, the County, at its sole discretion, may provide funds from a 
separate source or terminate this Agreement.  In the event that payments or expenditures 
are made, they shall be made from current funds as required by Chapter 791, Texas 
Government Code. 
 
 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, this Agreement is expressly 
contingent upon the availability of City funding for each item and obligation contained 
herein.  County shall have no right of action against the City as regards this Agreement, 
specifically including any funding by City of this Agreement in the event that the City is 
unable to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement as a result of the lack of sufficient 
funding for any item or obligation from any source utilized to fund this or failure of any 
funding party to budget or authorize funding for this Agreement during the current or 
future fiscal years.  In the event of insufficient funding, or if funds become unavailable in 
whole or part, the City, as its sole discretion, may provide funds from a separate source or 
terminate this Agreement.  In the event that payments or expenditures are made, they 
shall be made from current funds as required by Chapter 791, Texas Government Code. 
 
9. VENUE. 
 
 Venue to enforce this Agreement shall lie exclusively in Dallas County, Texas. 
 
 



 

 

10. NONDISCRIMINATION. 
 
 Parties to this Agreement shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation. 
 
11. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.   
 
 This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties hereto and 
may not be modified except by an instrument in writing executed by the parties hereto as 
herein provided. 
 
12. SEVERABILITY. 
 
 If any provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid, void or unenforceable, 
the remaining provisions hereof shall not be affected or impaired, and such remaining 
provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
13. DEFAULT/WAIVER/MITIGATION. 
 
 It is not a waiver of default if the non-defaulting party fails to declare immediately 
a default or delays in taking any action.  Pursuit of any remedies set forth in this 
Agreement does not preclude pursuit of other remedies in this Agreement or provided by 
law.   
 
14. FEDERAL OR STATE OF TEXAS FUNDING. 
 
 In the event that any work or part thereof is funded by State of Texas or U. S. 
Government funding and any statute, rule, regulation, grant, contract provision or other 
State of Texas or U. S. Government law, rule, regulation or other provision imposes 
additional or greater requirement(s) than stated herein, City agrees to timely comply 
therewith without additional cost or expense to County. 
 
15. HEADINGS. 
 
 The titles which are used following the number of each paragraph are only for 
convenience in locating various provisions of this AGREEMENT and shall not be 
deemed to affect the interpretation or construction of such provision. 
 
16. NUMBER AND GENDER. 
 
 Words of any gender used in this Agreement shall be held and construed to 
include any other gender; and words in the singular shall include the plural and vice 
versa, unless the text clearly requires otherwise. 
 
 
 



 

 

17. COUNTERPARTS. 
This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall be 
deemed an original, but all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
 
18. REMEDIES.  
 
 This Agreement shall not be considered as specifying the exclusive remedy for 
any agreement default, but all remedies existing at law and in equity may be availed of by 
either party to this Agreement and shall be cumulative. 
 
 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF this Agreement has been executed on behalf of the 
County of Dallas and the City of __________ in the manner provided by law.  
 
      THE COUNTY OF DALLAS  
 
 
      By       
      ____________, County Judge  
      Date:       
 
ATTEST      THE CITY OF ____________  
 
 
      By       
City Secretary     Mayor __________     
      Date:       
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:         
  
 
By       
Assistant City Attorney          
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
_____________, Chief, Civil Section 
*Dallas County District Attorney 

 
*By law, the District Attorney’s Office may only advise or approve contracts or legal documents on behalf of its 
clients.  It may not advise or approve a contract or legal document on behalf of other parties.  Our review of this 
document was conducted solely from the legal perspective of our client.  Our approval of this document was offered 
solely for the benefit of our client.  Other parties should not rely on this approval, and should seek review and approval 
by their own respective attorney(s). 
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